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“ ...the health of a community is a shared responsibility of many

entities, organizations and interests in the community, including health
services delivery organizations, public health agencies, other public

and private entities and the people of a community.”
— Institute of Medicine. 1996. Healthy Communities: New Partnerships for

the Future of Public Health. National Academy Press. p. 12
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DeSoto Parish Tourist
Bureau

210 S. Washington Ave.
PO. Box 1327
Mansfield, LA 71052
318-872-1177

Regional Office of
Public Health

Jerre Perry, Regional
Administrator
Northwest Regional
Office

1525 Fairfield Ave., Rm.
569

Shreveport, LA71101-
4388

318-676-7489
318-676-7560 fax

DeSoto Parish

History'

DeSoto, which includes land from both
Caddo and Natchitoches parishes,
became a parish on April 1, 1843. The
name honors Hernando DeSoto, the
Spanish explorer who discovered the
Mississippi Riverin 1541. The first
colonists were subjects of France and
Spain, who later became citizens of the
Republic of Texas. On the Sabine River, 3

the Waterloo community seems to have )
existed since Louisiana became a state in

1812. The site probably shifted some-

what when Dr. Logan established the

ferry crossing called Logan Port, which

changed to Logansport in 1848. The

progressive city of Mansfield serves as the seat of government and the industrial,
business, and medical center for the area.

Culture and Recreation®

DeSoto Parish is located on the mouth of the Sabine River and at the beginning of the
Toledo Bend Lake. The Louisiana Blueberry Festival is held the fourth weekend in
June on the courthouse square in downtown Mansfield. River City Fest is held the
first weekend in May in downtown Logansport. Duel on the Border is held in
Logansport on the Toledo Bend Reservoir, in which drag boats race down the river at
speeds up to 200 mph. In addition to festivals, visitors enjoy the Mansfield State
Commemorative Area; the historic Rock Chapel, built in 1891; and the original Log
Courthouse built in 1843. It is the only surviving courthouse of its kind in the state.

Parish Seat! ..............ccoooiiiiiieeee e Mansfield'
Major Cities (over 5,000 population)
Mansfield
TOO0 .ttt ettt e neeneenes 5,389
1997 (ESIMALE) ....veenveeeniieiieeieeeie ettt e iee ettt e st e et e st et esateeseesneeas 5,486
Parish Population’
TOO0 <.ttt sttt ettt 25,346
1997 (ESLMALE) ...vveeereeerieeeieeieeeieeeteeeteeeteesteeebeesaeeesseesseeesseeseessseenss 25,406
Breakdown of 1996 population (estimates)®
WIS ...ttt et 54%
ASTICAN AMETICAN ...ttt 46%
OFRET ...ttt sttt 0%
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FEMALE ..ottt 53%
Population age 0-4 .......c.coovieiiiieiieiieeee et 8%
Population age 65 & OVET ......c..cecvieeiieiiieniieieecie e 15%
Geography and Statistics?
AVErage elevation ............ceceeeeiereriineniieneetene et 330 ft.
Land area in SQUAre Miles .........ccccecueriererieniinieeieneeeeieeeesieeee e 877.3
Water area in SqUare Miles .........cocceeeevverieneriienienenieneeeneeseeee e 17.3
Climate’
Average temperatures
ANNUAL......oiiiiiiececeeeee ettt e et e e e et e e e e e saae e e nareeenaas 65°
JANUATY ..o 51°
JULY et 80°
Annual average rainfall .............cooeveiiiriiiniinii 65.61n
Labor Force (1995)!
CIVIAN ..ottt ettt e e ebe e e b e ebeesaseesseessneennes 12,430
EMPIOYEA ...t 11,530
UNEMPIOYEA ...ttt et eebeeesseenes 73
UNEMPIOYMENL ......oieviiiieiieiieiieeieecie ettt esee e esaeeeereeseeessaeeseeennaens 7.3%
Agriculture! Educational Attainment (1990)”
Forestry Less than 5th grade 5.3%
High school graduate or higher 64.0%
| . ce 2 Some college or higher 25.9%
(CV:; tl;gli)srig}::)l L‘llre;(jrlrt;;ite) Bachelor’'s degree or higher 9.5%
\
Bossier Major Employers (Products) and Number of Employees?
Bossier Parish Community College
Shrevepor[ Private Employers
Centenary College International Paper (Linerboard) 430
Louisiana State University Louisiana Pacific Corporation (Plywood) 356
Southern University Hendrix Manufacturing Company, Inc. (Dragline/Buckets)150
Public Employers
Public Libraries®............................. eSoto Parish School System (Education
DeSoto Parish School S (Education) 650

Poverty and Income

Persons in poverty (1995)7 25.2%

Children under age 18 in poverty’ 36.6%

Per capitaincome (1996)8 $17,421
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